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Menahel’s Message:  Parshat Ki Tavo 

  Blessings Undisguised 

As a youngster, Dovber Schneuri, 

the future Mittler Rebbe of Lub-

avitch, would generally daven 

with his renowned father, Rabbi 

Schneur Zalman of Liadi, the Alter 

Rebbe.  The latter also served as the synagogue’s ba’al 

koreh.  On one particular Shabbat Parashat Ki Tavo, the 

Alter Rebbe was away and an able substitute read the To-

rah in his place.  When the new ba’al koreh reached the 

portion’s klalot - the Torah’s very graphic curses reserved 

for consistent disobedience - the young Dovber promptly 

fainted.  It took some time, but eventually the precocious 

boy was revived.  “What happened?  Why did you faint? 

Didn’t you hear the same curses last year?” asked his fel-

low worshippers.  “Not really.  When my father leined 

them, they came across as berachot, blessings.” 

Remaining consistently positive is paramount to successful 

child-rearing, not to mention one’s own sanity and simchat 

ha’chaim.   And doing so requires the ability to identify 

berachot, including those not readily apparent.  

Perhaps, then, the greatest blessing is the ability to appre-

ciate one’s manifold berachot:  “U’vau alecha kol  ha’bera-

chot ha’eleh v’hisigucha.”   We are often blessed without 

realizing so, explains the Chidushei HaRim of Ger.  

“V’hisigucha” represents Hashem’s promise that His 

berachot “catch up” to us, and we eventually realize His 

infinite goodness and our good fortune. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Rav Lichtenstein Visits ASHAR 

Ravi Yitzchok Lichtenstein of Kehillas Beis Avrohom 

offering Elul inspiration to our 5-8th garde boys. 



 

 Health Matters: 

Welcome to another year at ASHAR. I hope your summer was fun, relaxing and enjoyable. I want to 
remind you of the NYS requirements for school entry. Students entering Kindergarten are required to 
have two doses of MMR and two doses of the Varicella vaccine. Sixth grade students are required to 
have the TdaP vaccine and a second Varicella vaccine (chickenpox) for their 11 birthday. A new vaccine 
requirement for 7th grade students is the Meningococcal vaccine. If your child(ren) received 
immunizations over the summer, please send in a copy to the Health Office. 

For  new entrants to ASHAR, and for K, 2nd, 4th and 7th grade a physical (Health Appraisal) is mandated. As 
you take your child for their annual physical would you please send a copy of their physical along with 
their immunization record?  

For the parents who sent in the paper work, my sincere gratitude. Any questions, please feel free to 
contact me via Email or in my office at 357-1515, ext. 508. The school fax number is 357-1516 or 357-
1517. 

Thank you. 

Tricia Geisel, School Nurse 

pgeisel@ashar.org 

Letter from a Former Student 

Hi Mrs. Reifer!  

I wanted to thank you for having us read all of those short 
stories in your class. I actually had to read "After Twenty 
Years" by O' Henry again.  

I also wanted to thank you for preparing me really well for 
writing. I had to write a 2 minute speech about myself for 
my Public Speaking class, and my teacher responded by 
email saying, "I found myself enjoying it very much. 
Although a relatively short speech, its organization, 
framework, content, and personal reflection make it among 
the strongest first speeches I have read." 

- Efrat Hagler, ASHAR Class of 2016 

 Masmidim (6-8B) got off to a great start and all-time 
record attendance.  We're learning the fourth perek of 
Maseches Megillah; give it a try!  And pareve, 
properly marked nut-free snacks for our group of 
hungry budding talmidei chachamim are always 
appreciated. 

We are proud to announce that ASHAR will 

once again be hosting The Great Challah 

Bake in Rockland County. On Thursday, 

November 10th, join  women from across 

Rockland County for an evening of unity and 

inspiration as we knead and braid delicious 

Challah to adorn our Shabbat tables. The 

Great Challah Bake is an event associated 

with a global event,  theshabbosproject.org. 

Be a part of this monumental project and 

join women around the world as we 

experience this beautiful mitzvah together. 

We are looking for volunteers to help 

organize, set-up and promote this event. Our 

first planning meeting will take place 

Tuesday evening, Sept. 27th, 8pm, at 

ASHAR. We would love for the women of 

ASHAR to get involved.  TOGETHER we will 

create something amazing! 

Please contact me with any questions or 

concerns. 

Mrs. Debby Jacobson 

djacobson@ashar.org  

mailto:pgeisel@ashar.org
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Yishai Moscovitz, Class 2B  

ASHAR is blessed with a beautiful library that contains 

wonderful books for our students to enjoy. We would 

like to make the library more accessible to our students 

by allowing them time in their schedules to visit. The 

plan is for children in Nursery through 3rd grade to visit 

the library every other week on Wednesday mornings. 

We are looking for parent volunteers to join the 

different classes, read a book and assist in the book 

check-out process. Please let me know if you are 

available and would be interested in joining our 

students. 

I look forward to hearing from you! 

Mrs. Debby Jacobson 

djacobson@ashar.org 

CREATE A SUKKAH-  

WIN A PRIZE! 

ENTER OUR 

SUKKAH BUILDING 

CONTEST! 

Each student is encouraged to create an 

original Sukkah. (Siblings can work together.) 

The Sukkot should be brought into school no 

later than Friday, October 7th.  

The Sukkot will be judged based on beauty, 

creativity and theme. 

All Sukkot will be displayed near the front 

office. 

Every student who brings in a Sukkah will be 

entered into a raffle to win a prize! 

We are looking forward to a beautiful 

display! 

mailto:djacobson@ashar.org


 

Please send in empty 

water bottles for a Sukkot 

project in Art classes! 

Mazal Tov to our honorable mentschen: 

Mrs. Sharon Kaye and Rabbi Paltiel Brodsky 

on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Yoel. 

Rabbi & Mrs. David & Ariella Ruderman on 

the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Devorah. 

ASHAR's Weekly Women's Shiur with Rebbetzin Esther 
Baila Schwartz, Wednesdays from 1:15-2:15pm in the 
library.  To sponsor a shiur for $80, please contact Gila Kass 
at 845 362-7799.  

tel:845%20362-7799


All proceeds go to Ashar PTA.   Enter promo code Ashar10 or Ashar20  




